City of Toronto Solid Waste Special Events

INFORMATION SHEET FOR FOOD VENDORS AND RESTAURANTS

Why divert waste?

Diverting recyclable and organic materials helps extend the lifespan of the City’s
landfill.

Reduce the negative impacts of waste on the environment.

Lower costs for garbage disposal by diverting more.

Attract more event attendees by striving to be a “green” or “eco” event
Do your part to help the City of Toronto divert more waste.

Services provided by Solid Waste during the event

Provision of commercial-sized organic toters and recycling toters to
accommodate additional waste generated by the event.

Nightly recycling and organics collection services, provided that the toters are
rolled to curb side for collection.

Additional organics or recycling generated by the event can be placed in
restaurant toters and it will be collected on each night of the event if it is placed
at curb side.

Checklist of things to be aware of/look for during and after the event
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Make sure there is a complete waste station (offering disposal for garbage,
recycling, organics) by your tent or area.

Know the location of the nearest waste station. Point it out to your customers
and ask them to place their waste in the appropriate bin.

If serving on foam polystyrene plates or containers, remind customers that these
takeout containers are recyclable (not cutlery).

Scrape or wipe off any excess food from foam polystyrene plates or aluminium
food trays before putting these in the recycling toter.

Do not place recycling or organics in black bags. Place these materials in clear
bags only.

Flatten cardboard boxes and place them at curb side for night collection by Solid
Waste.
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Fruits, vegetables

Meat, poultry, fish products

Pasta, bread, cereals, rice

Dairy products, eggs and shells

Coffee grounds/filters, tea bags

Cake, cookies, candy

Diapers, sanitary products

Animal waste, bedding, cat litter

House plants, including soil

Paper - soiled

- Food packaging, ice cream
containers, popcorn, flour and

sugar bags

- Tissues, napkins, paper towels
(not soiled with chemicals such as
cleoning products)

Curbside collection

e Line either your kitchen container or Green Bin. Do not line both.

e Use either a plastic bag or kraft paper bag to line either container.

e Excess material? Put non-food waste (e.g. tissues, diapers, animal waste)
in a clear plastic bag beside your Green Bin.

\/\/ |_| AT GO E S | N '|' |—| E Do not use biodegradable bags.

Twist or loosely tie the plastic bag (no twist ties).

? Take food items out of their plastic bags/wrap;
H too much plastic causes problems.

Food item goes

No X

in Green Bin,
wrap goes in
garbage.
Packaging
* Plastic or foil bags/
wrap/trays

e Outer packaging

e Foam polystyrene meat trays
and liners

¢ Plastic food containers,
glass jars, pop cans

® Hot drink cups, lids, sleeves

Garbage

® Dryer sheets, baby wipes,
make-up pads, dental floss,
cotton tipped swabs

® Hair, pet fur, feathers, wax, wood pieces,

cigarette butts, wine corks,
vacuum bags/contents,
fireplace and BBQ ashes

Green
Bin Tips

Multi-residential collection (if applicable)
e Line your kitchen container with a plastic bag.
e Take bag to your building’s Green Bin.
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PLEASE DON'T CONTAMINATE THE ORGANICS PROGRAM

These items don’t go in the Green Bin
because they contaminate the system:

Plastic bags/wrap*

Plastic food containers and
glass jars

General garbage

(e.g. cigarette butts, wine corks, cotton balls,
baby wipes, gum, pet feathers and fur, etc.)

Medical waste

(e.g. cloth and plastic bandages, gauze,
intravenous, catheter/colostomy bags and tubes)

* Pop cans

Pieces of wood

*Please take food items out of their plastic bags/wrap
(e.g. carrot bags, bread bags, etc.). Put the food items in
the Green Bin and the plastic bags in the garbage.

**Please do not throw plastic containers and glass jars
containing food into the Green Bin. Put the food in the
Green Bin and depending on the type of container, put it in
recycling (rinse to remove residue) or garbage.

Updated: March 2013

If | can use plastic bags to line the bin, why can’t | place such plastic
items as yogurt containers or plastic wrap in the bins?

While it's okay to line your containers with plastic bags, it is not
okay to include plastic baggies, bread bags, and other plastic
packaging. Too much plastic causes serious quality problems at the
processing facility. We appreciate your help in producing clean,
rich compost.

Should | use bio-degradable bags in the Green Bin?

There is no need to buy special bags; used grocery bags are fine.
Using a bio-degradable bag does not provide any real benefit. The
mechanism used to open and separate the bags full of organics
cannot distinguish a compostable/bio-degradable plastic bag from
a regular plastic bag. All bags are opened, removed and treated
as residue that requires landfill disposal.

Curbside collection: What happens if | lose my Green Bin or need
another one - can | buy extra bins?

Indoor containers and bins are available at selected retailers, City
Container Pick-up Locations and Community Environment Days
(toronto.ca/recycle or call 311).

Green Bin Processing — Watch what happens to the items that go
into the Green Bin. Take the “From curbside to compost” online tour.

toronto.ca/greenbin

Not sure how to dispose of an item?
WASTE WIZARD an online search tool, lists over 1,500 waste items and

how to properly dispose of them. Search it at toronto.ca/recycle (or call 311).




WHAT GOES IN THE

BLUE BIN?

Recycling tips
If it's not listed under Yes, it doesn’t go in the Blue Bin.
Rinse containers to remove residue.
Put items in the Blue Bin loose and not bagged (except for shredded paper).
Remove plastic covers and over-wrap from newspapers, flyers, magazines, catalogues and pop/water
cases. Put plastic covers and over-wrap in garbage.

If you don't recycle properly, we can't either. If in doubt, use the WASTE WIZARD or call 311.

RECYCLING - YES

Beverage and food containers
Rinse clean and recycle

e Plastic bottles, jugs (lids on)
e Milk/juice cartons and boxes (put siraws in garbage]
* Glass bottles and jars (put lids in garbage)
e Aluminum cans
e Plastic food jars, tubs and lids
e Metal cans (place lid inside can and
pinch closed)
e Cardboard cans (e.g. frozen juice,
refrigerated dough, chips, nuts, powdered
drink mix = put plastic pulloff strips in garbage;
place metal ends inside cardboard can and pinch closed)
e Aluminum trays, pie plates and roasting pans



Home and personal product containers
Rinse clean and recycle

¢ Plastic bottles (lids and sprayers on)
® Aerosol cans (empty; put caps in garbage)
* Metal paint cans (empty; separate lids from cans)

Foam polystyrene and plastic retail shopping bags
Rinse clean and recycle
* Food and protective packaging (e.g. drinking cups, egg carfons,

meat frays, fakeout food containers, electronics packaging)

e Plastic retail shopping bags without drawstrings,
metal detailing or hard plastic handles (remove receipts; place all
plastic bags in one refail or grocery plastic bag and tie handles together)

Paper
Not contaminated with food or chemicals
* Bags, rolls, junk mail, writing/computer paper, envelopes,
window envelopes
¢ Shredded paper (put in clear plastic bag and tie closed)
e Gift wrap, cards (no ribbons, bows, foil wrap]
* Newspapers, flyers, telephone directories, magazines, catalogues,
soft/hardcover books (remove plastic covers, liners, overwrap and put in garbage]
* Boxboard boxes (e.g. cereal, tissue, detergent, egg cartons — flatten; remove liners, plastic windows and put in garbage)

e Corrugated cardboard (clean, unwaxed, flattened; pizza boxes must be empty; remove plasfic over-wrap from
pop/water cases and put in garbage)
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RECYCLING - NO $C

“Top Bin Sins”

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

Proper disposal of items such as propane tanks, batteries, pesticides, oil, etc. means taking
these items to a Drop-off Depot. These types of items must never be put in recycling or garbage.

DI‘OP'Off Depoi' locations: CHECK Collection Calendar VISIT toronto.ca/recycle CALL 311

Propane cylinders

Clear plastic food containers, drinking cups
Plastic blister packs

Medical waste

Tools, scrap metal

Toys

Clothes, shoes, carpets, curtains, bedding
Small appliances, electronics

Cassettes, CDs, DVDs

Batteries

Plastic pails, plastic paint pails (with or without
metal handles)

Binders (e.g. three ring)

Other items that don’t go in the Blue Bin

Note: Some of these items can be recycled at
Drop-off Depots or Community Environment Days
(toronto.ca/environment_days).

Hazardous waste: propane/helium tanks and cylinders, batteries,
compact fluorescent light bulbs (Must not be put in garbage; take to
Drop-off Depot.

Plastic: make-up jars, caulking tubes, food storage containers, motor oil
jugs, plant trays, flower pots, plates, glasses, cutlery, packing peanuts

Plastic (clear): fruit and vegetable containers, takeout food containers,
moulded bakery item trays

Plastic (bags/wrap): plastic over-wrap (on pop cartons, water bottles, toilet
paper), bags holding flyers, dry cleaning, milk (outer and inner), produce,
bread, sandwich and plastic food wrap

Glass: drinking glasses, dishes, cups, crystal, window glass, light bulbs,
mirrors, pottery, pots, pans, make-up jars

Metal: scrap metal, coat hangers, pots, pans, small appliances
Aluminum: foil food wrap, potato chip bags, metallic gift wrap

Other paper products: waxed cardboard, waxed paper
Soiled tissues and napkins go in the Green Bin.

Wood: pieces, flooring, crates for fruit
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